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PLAYER OF THE YEAR
TAYLOR JONES P Plano East, Sr.

VERNON BRYANT/Staff Phbtographer

Ace saved her
best for last

Senior’s dominant year
ends with near no-hit

start in state semifinal

By GREG RIDDLE
Staff Writer
griddle@dallasniws.com

Plano East senior Taylor
Jones ended her high school
softball career with “one of the
best games I ever pitched.”

"~ Buteven though Jones flirt-

“ed with a no-hitter — which
would have been just the fourth
in the history of the Class 5A
state tournament — Plano East
lost, 1-0, in 10 innings to na-
tionally ranked Spring Branch
Smithson Valley in a state
semifinal.

What made the loss even
more painful for Jones was
watching Smithson Valley beat
Pearland, 1-0, in the champi-
onship game and realizing how
close Plano East had been to
becoming the second UIL soft~
ball team to win a state title af-

COACH OF THE YEAR

BILLY COLEMAN Celina

Notable: Coleman led Celinatoa
37-6 record, the District 9-3A title

Recent winners
Year Player School

2005 Kirsten Shortri 'déé'ikeiig;
2006 Kirstan SHortridgd Keller =
2007 Brittany Barnhill. Justin NW

2008 TomiGarrison  ~Garland

ter being the No. 4 seed from
its district.

“I was really upset,” Jones
said. “I knew in my heart we
could have beaten them. We
were so close.”

Jones was close to unhitta-
ble against a Smithson Valley
team that finished No. 7 in the
ESPN RISE national rankings.
She had a no-hitter through
the regulation seven innings,
finished with a two-hitter and
allowed an unearned run.

Jones retired 13 in a row at
one point, with only three of
those outs coming on strike-
outs. It showed how far Jones
had come since her freshman
yeat, when she pitched in a few

games while serving primarily .-

asthe designated hitter for Pla-
no East’s varsity.

“She was just trying to blow
it past them and use her speed,”
Plano East coach Karen Kal-
hoefer said of Jones in her
freshman season. “The next
three " years, ‘she -developed
pitches and understood that it's
not about how fast you can

throw, it's your ball movement.

and hitting your spots,”

Jones was 9-3 with five
shutouts in the playoffs. Seven
of those wins came against
teams that won or shared a dis-
trict title.

Jones finished 23-14 with a
1.20 ERA, 278 strikeouts in
258%4 innings and 17 shutouts.
She hit .287 with two home
runs and 17 RBIs. Jones, who
will play softball for North-
wood University in Cedar Hill
nextyear, was an all-state selec-
tion, was named to the all-tour-
nament team at state and was
selected the District 8-5A
pitcher of the year.

NEWCOMER OF THE YEAR
SHELBY MCCOY

P Frisco Centennlal So.

Notable: In her first full

and a state runner-up finish in

Thursday, June 25,2009

/C

Ali-district softball teams, 8-9C

PITCHER

BRADIEBAKER

Mesquite Poteet, Sr.

- Notable: The
Central
Arkansas
signee was
2)-10witha
170ERA, 413
strikeouts in

i 275%3innings

andi14 shutouts Baker struck
out18inseveninnings against
both Temple and Frisco
Liberty. She was an all-state
selection and led Poteet to
the 4A state semifinals. She
hit.363 with 33 runs and 27
RBls.

Did you know? Baler plans to

.major in nursing:

PITCHER

- TERILYLES
Keller,Sr.

Notable: The
UT-Arlington
sighee was
27-2witha
0.32ERA,
300
strikeouts in
195 innings
and 21 shutouts She hit.308
with three home runs and 28
RBIs, and she was named
District 5-5A MVP, She helped
Keller earn a share of the 5-5A
titleand reach the regional
quarterfinals.

Did you know? Lyles plans to
majorin business.

PITCHER

SARAHMENDEZ
Azie, Sr.

Notable:
Mendez, who
will play for
Navarro
College next
season, was
18-6 witha
0.27ERAand
485 strikeouts in 205z
innings. She hit.378 and was
the District 6-4A co-MVPand
an ali-state selection. She
didn’t alfow a hitin four
consecutive playoff games
ieading up to the regional
final. Thenin a1-0, nine-inning
loss to Angletonin astate
semifinal, Mendez struck out
17 — five short of the 4A state
tournament record.

Did youknow? Mendez wants
to pursue acareerasa
physical therapist.

PITCHER

BRIANNA
RODRIGUEZ
Rowlett, Jr.

Notable:
Rodriguez,
who has
committed
to North-
western
State, was
24-5witha
1.24 ERA and 247 strikeouts in
186 innings. She hit 500 with
25 runs, 26 RBIs, 11doubles,
three triples and one home
run. She was named District
10-5A pitcher of the year and
led Rowlett tothe 10-5A title
and to the regional

FIRST TEAM

CATCHER

BRITTANY
CARUTHERS
Midlothian, Sr.

'Notable: The
StephenF.
Austin signee
was an
all-state
selection and
hit.414 with
3lrunsand

47 RBIs for District 16-4A

co-champion Midlothian. She

had 15 doubles, three triples
and fourhome runs. She was
named the 16-4A defensive
player of the year.

Did you know? Caruthers may

try to become a softball

coach, She said Midlothian’s
coach, Olympic gold medalist

Jennifer McFalls, got her

interested in that profession.

INFIELDER

SAMCOBB
Gar. Lakeview, Sr.

Notable: The
Tulsa signee
nearly won
the Triple
Crown
among SA
areaplayers
inthe regular
season. Cobb ranked first in
RBis (48) and was second in
batting average (.631)and
home runs (seven). She was
named District 10-5A
offensive player of the year,
and 54 percent of her hits
went for extra bases.

Did you know? Cobb also
played volieyball and goif at
Lakeview. ... Cobb piansto
major in nursing.

INFIELDER

TAYLOR
HOAGLAND
Flower Mound, Sr.

Notable: The
Texas signee
was the
District 6-5A
co-MVP,an
ali-state
selection and
was ranked
the nation's 15th-best senior
by ESPNU. Hoagland hit .457
with 33 runs, four home runs
and 29 RBIs for 6-5A
co-champion Flower Mound.
She was walked 2i times,
including twice intentionally
with the bases loaded.

DId you know? Hoagland
plans to majorinbroadcast
journalism and hopes to
become acommentator.

INFIELDER

HILLARY STEED
Forney, So.

Notable: The
District
15-4A
offensive
player of the
year hit 453
with19
doubles, five
triples, seven home runs and
54 RBIs. She scored 52 runs,
stole 17 bases, had a.791

OUYFIELDER

LINDSEY
BARSOUM
Mesquite Poteet, Sr.

Notable: The
Central
Arkansas
signee was
an all-state
selectionand
was named
the state’s
Class 4A-5A softbali player of
the year by the Texas Girls
Coaches Association.
Barsoum hit.472 with 51runs,
23 RBls and 19 stolen bases.
She had a 30-game hitting
streakand had a hitinallbut
three of her games for4A
state semifinalist Poteet. She
was the District 15-4A
defensive player of the year.

Did you know? Barsoum
wants to be a teacher or
coach.

CUTFIELDER
CAITLIN EVERETT
Forney, Sr.

§ . Notable: The
Tulsa signee
hit .494 with
59 runs and
48 stolen
bases for 4A
Region I}
finalist

Forney. She had a 29-game
hitting streak and had a hitin
40 of her 44 games. She hit
.542 withrunners inscoring
position and was named
District 15-4A MVP.

Did you know? Everett wasa
first-team all-district pick in
volleyball as a senior. ...
Everett plans to majorin
nursing.

ISFIELD/CUTFIELD

KATHY SHELTON
McKmney North, Sr.

Notable:
Sheitonwas
named
District 9-4A
defensive
B playerofthe
© yearasa
shortstop.
But as an outfieider, the
Bayior signee was ranked the
nation's 20th-best senior
recruit by ESPNU. She hit .391
and had 36 stolen bases.
Did you know? Shelton was
named 9-4A’s top hitterin
volleyball as asenior.

DESIGNATED HITTER
MEAGAN MICHELE
S. Grand Prairie, So.

Notabie:
Michele led
theareain
horeruns
with nine and
was named
the offensive
player of the
year in District 7-5A. She hit
519 far 7-5A champion SGP,
and 50 percent of her hits
went for extra bases as she
also had 15 doubles and three
triples. She scored 35 runs
and had 29 RBIsand a

varsity season, McCoy was

appearances.

baseball team.

state semifinalist Cedar Park
Vista Ridge, 4A state semifinalist
Mesquite Poteet and 2A state champion Brock. In
four years as Celina's head coach, Coleman has
guided the team to two state tournament

Did you know? Coleman pitched two years for the
River City Rascals, an independent minor league

District 8-4A pitcher of the
year. She helped
Centennial earn a share of
the 9-4A title and reach the regional
quarterfinals.

Did you know? McCoy struck out2lina
10-inning win over McKinney, which was
ranked 17th in the state at the time.

UTIL Katelyn Potts

UTIL Brittanry Talley - LittiaEim

L s

Mans.Legacy So.

Jr.

SECOND TEAM

Pos. Payer School a _

P CamtynCran Sagraw S 6-4ACO-MVP.25-5, 036 ERA. 408 K's for regional finalist

P Chelsey Eddy Rock.-Heath Sr. 10-4A MVP; 23-7,1.03 ERA, 280 K'’s for regional quarterfinalist

P Heather Foust EMMarcus  Jr.  6-5Aco-MVP;21-4,1.57 ERA, 248 K'’s for regional finalist; hit 363

P Jennifer Gilbert McKinney  Jr. Committedto Ball St.; 21-6, 110 ERA; hit .456; teamn shared 3-4A title

P Alicia Pille Rayse City .-50.. 22710, 116 ERA, 347 K's;ledarea in strikeouts in regular season

C Courtney Moore! Mes.Morn  Sr. Ali-state, 1-5A MVP; 325, 4 HR, 28 RBIs for regional semifinalist

IF  LaurenBixier ~JustinNW . So. *All-state, committed to Texas AGM; 438, 36 Tuns for.5:5A co-champ

IF Haley Lemons Rockwal Sr. Texas St. signee hit.500 with 35 runs, 40 RBIs for regional semifinalist
“IF . Vonnie Martin _Plano ", Jr. ::FresnoSt.commit; 380, 4 HR, 39 RBIs, .519 on-base perc. for 854 champ

IF ChristinaRoosmalen PlanoWest Sr. All-state; Southern Miss signee hit 430 with 3HR; madeerror

OF  CarliBragg - ' -, "Ennis ~ St All-gtate; hit .804, 33 runs; 65 steals, .750 slugging percentage

OF MacyBurr Plano Jr.  All-state;.496, 36 runs, 34 steals, .574 on-base percentage

P/OF MLynnTillery ' Fomey Sr. * All-state;17-2;0.63 ERA for regional finalist; hit 390,34 runs, 22 Rels.

DH LayneGreenlee  Den.Guyer So. Among4A arealeadersin batting average (467),HR (7), RBIs (50)

UTIL Joey Cronin - Geling Sr. All-state; 435,15 2B, 7 3B, 6 HR, 52 RBIs for3A state runner-up

UTIL Tara McKenney Red Oak Jr.  Among 4A area leaders in batting average (:495), runs (41), steals (44)

UTIL ChaninNaudin - Pringgton: - So. 420,44 RBIsfor regional semifinalist; recruited by OU, 08U, Kansas

.454, 8 HR, 43 RBls, 35 runs; recruited by Baylor, OU among others
Cornmitted to Arkansas, 22-6, 0:69 ERA, 275 K's; hit 427

medicine and become a
trainer. She has already
worked with doctors and
nurses as a member of Health
Qccupations Students of
America.

PITCHER

KYLIEROOS
Celina, Sr.

Notable: The
Northwest-
ern State
signee was
named
ali-state after
going 31-4
witha 0.79
ERA and 298 strikeouts in 204
innings for 3A state runner-up
Celina. She pitched two
perfect games, five no-hitters
and 15 shutouts. She hit .414
with two home runs and 37
RBIs, and she was named the
District 2-3A MVP.

Did you know? Roos holds the
2A state tournament record
for strikeouts inagame with
16 for Aubrey against
Pattonville Prairiland in 2007.

winthe 15-4A title and reach
the 4A Regionli final.

Did you know? Steed has
aiready attracted interest
from several Division |
programs, including
Oklahorma and UT-Arlington.

INFIELDER

DEVON WALLACE
FM Marcus, So.

Notable: The
District 6-5A
offensive
player of the
year hit .537
with39runs
and 33RBIs,
andshehada
591 on-base percentage. She
hit 15 doubles, four triples, five
home runs and a .851 slugging
percentage. She helped
Marcus earn a share of the
6-5Atitle andreachthe 5A
Region | final.

Did you know? Wallace would
like to major in pre-med.

Class 3A. Celina beat nationally - " quarterfinals. slugging percentage and hit N

ranked Van in the regional final a6 w!th 2 0'9-3 ERAand Did you know? Rodriguez el - i slugging percentage of .981.
e9 356 strikeouts in 242 wants to study sports 563 with runnersinscoring Did you know? Michele has

and also posted wins over SA innings. She was named position. She helped Forney attracted interest from Texas,

Baylor and Oklahoma State.

UTIITY
ALEXIS CANTU
Frisco Wakeland, Jr.

Notable:
Cantu, who
has
committed
to
UT-Ariington,
was named
District 9-4A
MVP.She was 26-7 witha 0.95
ERA and 311 strikeouts in 198
innings. She pitched 17
shutouts, including four
straight to open the playoffs.
She hit .438 with six home
runs and 30 RBis and led
Wakeland to a share of the
9-4A title and to the 4A
Region Il semifinals.

pid youknow? Cantuhasa4.0
grade-point averageand isa
member of the National
Honor Society.




