Early rejection helps SGP's Meagan Michele hit her stride
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GRAND PRAIRIE – Meagan Michele was cut from her select softball team when she was 9 years old. Considering Michele is now a star infielder at South Grand Prairie, that early softball rejection is a little surprising. 

But the big surprise is why Michele got cut. 

"My coach said, 'We're letting you go because you can't hit,' " Michele said. 

Can't hit? Tell that to the pitcher who last year watched Michele smash a pitch off the flagpole that rises above the center-field fence at South Grand Prairie. That was one of the area-best nine home runs Michele hit as a sophomore. She also batted .519 and had 15 doubles and three triples for the District 7-5A champions. 

Yes, she can hit now. Michele credits her older brother, Michael Michele, who helped her learn to hit after she was cut from the team. Michael, a baseball player for South Grand Prairie at the time, taught Meagan his baseball swing. 

Her hitting went from a weakness to a strength. 

"I've worked hard at it," Michele said, "because I never want another coach to tell me that I can't hit." 

That won't happen again, but coaches who face South Grand Prairie might tell Michele that she won't get to hit. Sometimes intentionally walking the slugger, who hit six home runs as a freshman, is the best option. Give Michele a pitch to hit and she can help produce the "crooked numbers" that SGP coach Jonathan Rogers talks about. 

"Our philosophy is defense, pitching and crooked numbers," Rogers said. "We want to score more than one in an inning." 

Michele's power at the plate helps with that. She can also help on defense, where she plays third base, shortstop and has the arm strength to play in the outfield. She can probably play anywhere, given her work ethic and ability to learn. 

"She understands the game," Rogers said. "She doesn't mind questioning me. Not to be disrespectful, just because she's studying the game." 

Given time to study her play as a sophomore, Michele has decided that she needs to be more selective at the plate as a junior. More walks mean more run-scoring chances for her team, and if Michele can make pitchers keep it in the strike zone, eventually they're going to throw it right where she wants it. 

After that, Michele might be starting her home run trot. That's always a great feeling, she said, and the greatest feeling so far was after a walkoff homer against Irving Nimitz last season. 

"The stands were packed and as I rounded second, they were all standing up," Michele said. "It was amazing. I could relive that over and over." 

